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EXCELLENCE
FROM THE MOMENT STUDENTS ENTER OUR DOORS they will be challenged 

to reach their fullest potential. From the first day of preschool to the last day of their 
senior year, students are taught to set individual goals, aim high and achieve excellence. 

Our educators are trained to guide students to become successful, 
respectful, accomplished, and exemplary citizens.
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EXCELLENCE IS THE STANDARD AT SOUTHERN 
HANCOCK SCHOOLS. Our committed team of 
educators are dedicated to providing students with
a high-quality education in a personalized setting. 
We blend traditional learning with innovative 
instruction in an effort to meet each student’s
individual needs. We focus on educating the 
“whole child” as we strive for excellence.

Southern Hancock Schools offers 1:1 Apple 
Technology in Kindergarten through 12th-grade. 
We integrate this technology to enhance student 
learning. 

All classes in the district, are led by educators who embrace hands-on  
learning designed to encourage student collaboration through exploration 
and discovery. From our earliest learners in our Early Learning program to 
our most seasoned learners, the goal is the same, “to achieve our personal 
best in pursuit of excellence.” 

While offering high-quality academic programming, we also take great pride 
in our extra-curricular opportunities. Many of our students excel in the arts. 
We have an award-winning music program. Our athletic teams have achieved 
the highest level of success by winning state titles. 

New Palestine is a community with deep school pride. Community members  
support our schools and embrace the opportunity to celebrate our success. 
We are fortunate to have many families who have been here for generations. 
 At the same time. We are a growing community that is constantly welcoming 
new members. New Palestine is an attractive location that has a charming, 
small-town feel.

DR. LISA LANTRIP 
Superintendent 
Community School Corporation 
of Southern Hancock County

We are an excellent 
school  corporation 

dedicated to delivering 
a high-quality 
education. We 
take pride in 

educating tomorrow’s
 leaders and look 

forward to 
partnering with 

you in your 
child’s education. 

 Superintendent’s Message
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SUCCESS BEGINS WITH A STRONG FOUNDATION. Engaging young 
minds creates an enthusiam for lifelong learning. At Southern Hancock 
Schools, we are committed to Early Childhood Education. Our Pre-
Kindergarten program continues to grow, and each year we are being 
challenged to offer more sections to accomodate those families wishing to 
provide their preschool-aged children with a high-quality, solid start to their 
educational career.

Our Little Dragons Early Learning Program houses both Developmental 
Preschool and Community Pre-Kindergarten. Our location and professional 
staff is what sets our program apart from other programs in the area. 
Being in the school building allows our early learners to get a taste of what 
elementary school will be like. In the most developmentally appropriate 
ways our highly trained and educated staff give our students the best start 
possible to their lives as students. To learn more about our Early Childhood 
Program, please visit Little Dragons Early Learning under the Schools tab at 
www.newpal.k12.in.us

Currently, we offer four sections of preschool. An extended care program is 
offered on-site through the YMCA. We offer a strong curriculum for Pre-
Kindergarten. We also emphasize character building. Our goal is that 
children learn at an early age the importance of kindness and compassion.  
Students learn to be well-rounded leaders in the classroom and friends to 
all. 

 LITTLE DRAGONS EARLY LEARNING PROGRAM
We are committed to excellence for all of our students. One of the most 
effective ways to embark on the path to academic success is to reach our 

students at an early age and guide them as they begin their educational journey. 
 



 BRANDYWINE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Brandywine Elementary is all about teaching our students to become lifelong 
learners. Our wonderful staff helps prepare each student for their life to come.

Connected, Innovative, Authentic

There is something for everyone at 
Brandywine Elementary School! 

Embrace opportunity. Engage in 
high-level thinking. Foster 

relationships. Build capacity. 
Work together. Grow. We are the 

Brandywine Bulldogs. Come learn 
with us!

BRANDYWINE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL IS A HIDDEN GEM IN 
SOUTHERN HANCOCK SCHOOLS.
While we may be the smallest in 
enrollment, we pride ourselves on 
being among the largest in heart. 
At Brandywine Elementary School, 
we focus on the needs of each and 
every student. Relationships are 
paramount at BWE. Because 
students learn and thrive in a small, 
family-friendly, and highly-personalized 
environment, there is a deep sense of ease and 
camaraderie among students and staff. 

Many BWE families have lived in Brandywine Township 
for decades and have enjoyed a long-standing 
        reputation of excellence. New families   
                    are warmly welcomed and all work together  
         to pursue educational excellence.  

During the 2017-2018 school year, there were many 
building improvements made at Brandywine Elementary 
School. Indoor renovations took center stage with the 
addition of a new HVAC system, fresh paint and new 
flooring. This is important to the learning process as we 
know that a bright, fresh, and clean environment creates 
a calm atmosphere that allows students to fully engage.

In addition to building renovations, the BWE staff laid 
the groundwork for a new configuration that would 
include kindergarten through fourth grade students. This 
allowes BWE the opportunity to specialize in 
programming specifically for the district’s youngest 
learners.  

Dr. Rhonda Peterson
BWE Principal



 NEW PALESTINE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
New Palestine Elementary is a community that serves students in grades 

Preschool-Fourth and is the hub for early childhood education at 
Southern Hancock.  

Connected, Innovative, Authentic

NEW PALESTINE ELEMENTARY PROVIDES 
STUDENTS WITH A WELL-BALANCED 
EDUCATION. Our staff is committed to giving an 
innovative, engaging, challenging, and holistic 
experience. We want our students to have a 
strong foundation in order to become resourceful, 
responsible, and productive contributors to society 
as children, adolescents, and adults.

We believe students should be given the support they 
need to be successful in any academic endeavor. Our expectations 
are high, and the support given to each student is strong. It is this 
combination and very intentional use of student data that has 
caused New Palestine Elementary to soar over the past few years.  
On many measures, including the ISTEP+ test, NPE students are 
showing growth.

This year NPE added a new element in its schedule called 
Innovative Arts.  Students participate in STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) in authentic 
learning experiences. Some of these experiences were developed 
by Project Lead the Way. Through the use of projects, students are 
learning how to collaboratively solve real-world problems. 

We also have a HOSTS (Helping One Student to Succeed) 
Program. In HOSTS, students read one-on-one with a mentor four 
days a week. Our mentors are all parents or community members. 
If you would like to be a HOSTS mentor, please contact the school 
at 317-861-5287. 

 Katy Eastes
 NPE Principal



 SUGAR CREEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

At Sugar Creek Elementary we venture to help prepare our students for 
a successful academic career. We put much of our energy towards helping 
our students learn valuable life lessons applicable to the rest of their lives.

SUGAR CREEK ELEMENTARY PRIDES ITSELF ON A WARM AND WELCOMING 
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. Our goal is to maintain a positive school experience for 
all of our students and high achievement scores on standardized tests. Our scores are 
well above state average but we continue to focus on specific strategies to help 
students continue to excel in math and language arts. Our school motto, “Moving 
Beyond Mastery” signifies our focus to make learning collaborative, innovative, and 
authentic for all learners.    

Sugar Creek Elementary School provides many opportunities for our students to develop 
lifelong thinking and learning skills. Field trips, virtual learning, technology, and curricular 
integration with the arts are just a few ways we engage students authentically. Our collaborative classrooms 
encourage cooperation and teamwork. Our teachers welcome a variety of learning styles and work hard to 
individualize student learning opportunities based on strengths and interests. A wide range of before and after 
school enrichment clubs are also available for students throughout the school year.

It is embedded in our beliefs that continuous learning and growth are important for both students and staff. Our 
staff is innovative and works hard to stay current with the best practices in the classroom. At Sugar Creek, 
Technology, STEM, Balanced Math, and Writing Workshop are being implemented successfully in every classroom. 
Teachers consistently put in additional time for professional growth. Over 50% of our staff have earned their Apple 
Teacher certificates this year and we have been recognized as a Common Sense School for digital citizenship three 
years in a row.
 
         

Connected, Innovative, Authentic

Kari Shelton
SCE Principal



 NEW PALESTINE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

NEW PALESTINE INTERMEDIATE PROVIDES
A CURRICULUM THAT IS INNOVATIVE AND 
ENGAGING TO ALL STUDENTS. Our goal is for
students to have the opportunity to explore
their interests through Academics, Innovative 
Arts, Unified Arts, and Extracurricular Activities. 

Our teachers know the importance of making 
learning engaging while teaching the Indiana 
Academic Standards. Data guides all remediation and enrichment activities.  
We are a Professional Learning Community that works collaboratively to 
provide the very best education for our students.

Students have the opportunity to explore their interests by selecting a 
different course of study every 5 weeks during Innovative Arts. We have 
developed a school-wide Innovation Hour where students get to choose 
sessions based on their persoal interests. It is not uncommon to be in our 
building during our Innovative Arts time and see students flying drones 
through the library while other students are working on an indoor garden.

New Palestine Intermediate students may choose to participate in a variety of 
extracurricular activities such as: Robotics, Archery, M.A.T.H. Bowl, Spell Bowl, 
Vision Music, Vision Art, Bell Choir, Environmental Club, Running Club, 
Student Council, and Community Service Projects.  

This is the first year for a 5th & 6th-grade building in our district. New 
Palestine Intermediate School has the privilege of creating a school 
experience that is unique, innovative, and fun for all students.  

Vincent Meo
NPI Principal

New Palestine Intermediate School is dedicated to serving Southern Hancock’s 
5th and 6th-grade students. Our mission is to provide students with compelling 
and innovative learning experiences, empowering them to be successful lifelong 

learners.

Connected, Innovative, Authentic



 NEW PALESTINE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
Connected, Innovative, Authentic

At New Palestine Junior High, it is our goal to see every student grow to reach 
their fullest potential. Our dedicated and caring staff works hard everyday to 

inspire our community’s next generation of thinkers and innovators. 

NEW PALESTINE JUNIOR HIGH 
OFFERS EVERY STUDENT THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN INDIANA 
ACADEMIC STANDARDS IN A SAFE 
AND FUN ENVIRONMENT. NPJH is 
one of the few middle schools in Indiana 
recognized as an IDOE “A- rated” School,
an IDOE STEM-certified school, a Gold
Star Counseling School, a Riley Children’s Hospital Red Wagon 
School, and a Digital Certified School. There are several activities 
for our students to get involved with before or after school. Some 
of those activities include: Archery, Robotics, Power Club, 13 
boys/girls athletic teams, Jazz Band, Pep Band, Show Choir, Drama, 
Spell Bowl, and Yearbook. 

We are extremely proud that we were one of the first schools in the 
area to integrate 1:1 technology. We believe in blending the 
Indiana Acadmic Standards with innovative contemporary 
techonogy is the best approach to creating a 21st-century scholar. 

When you combine all aspects of creating an excellent experience 
for 7th & 8th-graders, we feel New Palestine Junior High is the best 
choice for your son or daughter. 

James Voelz
NPJH Principal
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Keith Fessler 
NPHS Principal

NEW PALESTINE HIGH SCHOOL HAS A 
LONG-STANDING TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE 
ACADEMICALLY. Our students are prepared for 
the future through a program of study and numerous 
extra curricular activities that challenges them 
academically. Through Indiana’s Graduation Pathways 
and partnerships with local businesses, New Palestine 
High School students have numerous opportunities to 
gain real-world work experience. In partnership with 
Vincennes University, Early College at New Palestine 
High School offers students the opportunity to earn up to 60 college 
credits prior to high school graduation. 

There are numerous extra-curricular opportunities available to our 
students. Our performing arts programs consistently earn state 
recognition and our athletic program is among Indiana’s best, boasting 
numerous state championships including the 3A Softball State 
Championships in 2017 and 2018 and the 5A Football Championship 
in 2018. 

At New Palestine High School, we know that ensuring student success  
requires collaboration between the school and parents. I look forward 
to working with you and your student. Please feel free to contact me 
with any questions about our school. Go Dragons!

Newsweek Magaz ine  se lected  New Pa lest ine  H igh 
Schoo l  as  one  of  the  best  h igh  schoo ls  in  the  country.

In  2017-18 ,New 
Pa lest ine 

H igh  Schoo l  
had  a  graduat ion 
rate  of  over  96% 

and graduates  were 
granted more  than 

$2 .2  mi l l ion  in 
scho larsh ips .

At New Palestine High School, our number one objective is to prepare our 
students for bright and brilliant futures. We work diligently to ensure each 

student has the skills needed for a productive adulthood. 

 NEW PALESTINE HIGH SCHOOL 

Program High l ights :  
Advanced P lacement  Courses ,  Work  Based 

Learn ing ,  Ear ly  Co l lege ,  Pro ject  Lead The  Way, 
Vocat iona l ,  Band and Cho i r,  Ath let i cs
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 ELEMENTARY, INTERMEDIATE, AND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
 SPECIAL PROGRAMS

NEW PALESTINE INTERMEDIATE AND JUNIOR 
HIGH SCHOOL SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 
At NPI and NPJH, we pride ourselves on the many 
programs we offer students outside of the regular school 
day. Many of our students participate in athletics and 
benefit from learning to be part of a team. We have 
competitive sports teams that perform well in athletic 
competition. 

Likewise, we promote excellence in the arts. Our music 
students can choose to participate in band or choir. In 
addition to regular performances, our talented artists 
enter solo and ensemble contests and always earn high 
marks. We offer a pep band that plays at the middle 
school basketball games and a jazz band for those 
excelling in music. 

Our students have an art class and also take an 
engneering techology class that integrates nicely with 
our STEM programming.

We offer many extra-curricular opportunities including 
Student Council, Yearbook Club, Robotics, Science Club, 
Spell Bowl, and Battle of the Books.

In the fall of each year, students 
volunteer to participate in an 
event called “Haunted Trail.” Students use the school 
grounds to create a haunted trail for the community. 
Funds raised are donated to Riley Hospital for Children. 
It is a fun event that not only raises money for a good 
cause but teaches our teenagers about the positive 
things that happen when you work together.

ELEMENTARY SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 
Building confident, well-rounded elementary aged 
students begins with not only a focus on 
classroom instruction, but enrichment that goes 
beyond the classroom.

At the elementary level, 
we focus on offering young learners opportunities that 
will offer a higher level of learning and added exposure 
to the arts.
 
Academically, we offer Math Bowl and Spell Bowl. We 
have also launched elementary Robotics Clubs 
district-wide. 

We believe that children develop an appreciation of the 
arts at a young age. In order to help foster an interest 
in the arts and to nurture those students who have a 
natural love of the arts, we offer enrichment programs 
in music and art. We offer a Visions Music Program for 
those who desire additional exposure to music. We 
offer a Visions Art Program for those students who want 
to spend more time recieving art instruction.

We encourage students to become involved in clubs 
at school at an early age. We offer a variety of different 
opportunities including Student Council, Recycle Club, 
and Go Green Club to name a few. Each elementary 
school has unique offerings and each school embraces 
the importance of providing enrichment activities for all 
students.  
  
We strive to offer high-level learning through 
classroom, enrichment and before and after school 
clubs that allow students a chance to be involved and 
connected at school.

#NewPalProud

Elementary  Exce l lence
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The district is rated an overall Letter 
Grade “A” by the Indiana Department of 
Education.

New Palestine High School is a recipient of 
the National Blue Ribbon Award. 

Southern Hancock Schools offer 1:1 
technology for all students Kindergarten 
through 12th grade. 

The Indiana Chamber of Commerce has 
rated New Palestine High School as a 
“Best Buy” every year for more than a 
decade. 
 
Multiple New Palestine High School 
seniors have been awarded the distinction 
of Lilly Scholar. 

Southern Hancock Elementary Schools 
have participated and had successes in the 
Purdue-sponsored IASP Math Bowl and 
Spell Bowl Competitions. 

Each of our Southern Hancock Schools is 
a Riley Red Wagon school and Southern 
Hancock is a Red Wagon corporation.

Southern Hancock Elementary Schools hold 
a well-attended Fine Arts Festival annually 
for the students. 

 DISTRICT ACCOLADES



 NEW PALESTINE HIGH SCHOOL FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT 
Connected, Innovative, Authentic

Art Programs 

NPHS art programs offer fine arts learning opportunities in two, three 
and four dimensions. Since 1999, New Palestine High School’s art 
education department has been known throughout the art education 
world as an exemple for student-directed learning experience. Our 
students regularly exhibit their art in school, county, and statewide 
exhibitions including the Indiana State Capitol during Youth Art 
Month. Students also volunteer and use their artistic capabilities to 
enhance the community in a number of ways. For example, an eight 
foot tall ceramic tile mural recently installed in downtown Greenfield 
honoring the legacy of Indiana aviation pioneer Harvey Weir Cook, 
and the New Palestine Town Museum eagle mural were created by 
NPHS art students. New Palestine High School art students go on 
to enroll in universities, art schools and architecture schools across 
the United States and participate in learning experiences around the 
world.

New Palestine Band 

With course offerings in Intermediate Band, 
Advanced Band, Jazz Ensemble, Percussion 
Ensemble, and Dance Performance, there 
are several opportunities to explore creativity 
through performance in the Band Depart-
ment. NPHS offers exceptional competitive 
and non-competitive performance ensembles 
including a world-class marching band, winter 
percussion ensemble, 3 winter guards, 3 jazz 
ensembles, 2 concert bands, and a pep band. 

During the 2017-2018 school year, NPHS earned 
the Indiana State School of Music Association’s 
(ISSMA) All-Music Award for superior 
performance in all areas of music.

Show Choirs 

Crimson Heat  
Crimson Heat is the top mixed ensemble at NPHS. It is 
comprised of students in grades 10-12 whose members are 
involved in nearly all areas of academic and extracurricular 
achievement at NPHS. Crimson Heat has garnered numerous 
awards in addition to regularly qualifying for the ISSMA State 
Show Choir Finals. 

Diamond Sensations 
Diamond Sensations are the women’s show choir at NPHS. 
These young women in grades 10-12 perform a variety of 
music from high-energy show charts to barbershop and vocal 
jazz. Through talent, hard work and determination, the 
Diamond Sensations have made great strides towards 
becoming an outstanding show choir. The group has also 
consistently qualifed for the ISSMA State Show Choir. 
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IT WAS A TREMENDOUS YEAR FOR NPHS ATHLETICS! The Dragons won a 
state championship in Softball for the second year in a row with a 3-1 win over 
South Bend St. Josephs. Ashley Prange was named the IHSAA Mental Attitude 
Winner and Indiana Miss Softball.She is the first Dragon to win that award. In 
addition, she was also seleced as the Gatorade Player of the Year. The Dragons 
won thier first 5A Football state title with a 28-14win over Decatur Central. Luke 
Ely was named the 5A IHSAA Mental Attitude Award winner in football.   

Additionally, Girls Cross Country won their first ever Regional championship. Boys
Cross Country team won sectional as well as regional titles. Girls Basketball team 
won a sectional titles for the first time in 14 seasons. The Dragons won HHC 
championships in Girls Golf, Boys and Girls Cross Country, Softball, Baseball, Football, 
and Girls Track. Several athletes won individual champions. Annaliese Fox was a state qualifier and a Sectional, 
HHC, and County medalist in girls golf. Brenna Shaw was an HHC and Regional champion in Cross Country. 
2018 has been a banner year for the Dragons!

 NEW PALESTINE HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS 

Allen Cooper
NPHS Athletic Director



 LEADERSHIP AND ENROLLMENT

THE ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM AT SOUTHERN HANCOCK SCHOOLS IS 
COMMITTED TO ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE. With a diverse background in 
training and experience, our leaders are committed to serving families and 
guiding the staff and students in their pursuit of excellence. Our administrators 
are learners too, they participate in professional development that ensures our 
educators district-wide are using innovative instruction and the most 
cutting-edge teaching strategies. The staff at Southern Hancock Schools is 
dedicated to offering children a high quality education that prepares them for 
the future. 

THE SOUTHERN 
HANCOCK MISS ION: 

THROUGH 
COLLABORATION,WE 

PROVIDE AN ENVIRONMENT 
IN WHICH KNOWLEDGE 

AND SKILLS  ARE 
DEVELOPED SO 

EVERY STUDENT WILL 
ACHIEVE THEIR  PERSONAL 

BEST. 

Board of School Trustees of  the Community School Corporation of Southern Hancock County
From left:  Mr. Dan Walker, Mr. William Niemier, Mr. Craig Wagoner, 

Mr. Brian McKinney, and Dr. Matt Ackerman.

ENROLLMENT, STAFF, AND SCHOOL DAYS

New Palestine High School  1,177    Certified Staff  218
New Palestine Junior High    592   Support Staff  200     
New Palestine Intermediate     588  
Brandywine Elementary    267  Total   418 
New Palestine Elementary    460  
Sugar Creek Elementary    581 
      Instructional Days 180
Total    3,665  Contracted Days 183

      
      

Connected, Innovative, Authentic
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 COMMUNITY SCHOOL CORPORATION OF 
 SOUTHERN HANCOCK COUNTY

N E W  PA L E S T I N E  H I G H  S C H O O L

N E W  PA L E S T I N E  J U N I O R  H I G H  S C H O O L

N E W  PA L E S T I N E  E L E M E N TA R Y  S C H O O L

S U G A R  C R E E K  E L E M E N TA R Y  S C H O O L

B R A N D Y W I N E  E L E M E N TA R Y  S C H O O L

4485 South Victory Drive 
New Palestine, IN 46163 

(317) 861-4417 
Principal: Keith Fessler

5613 West 200 South 
New Palestine, IN 46163 

(317) 861-4487
Principal: Jim Voelz

4801 South 500 West 
New Palestine, IN 46163 

(317) 861-4417 
Principal: Katy Eastes

2337 South 600 West 
New Palestine, IN 46163 

(317) 861-6747 
Principal: Kari Shelton

413 East 400 South 
Greenfield, IN 46140 

(317) 462-7396 
Principal: Dr. Rhonda Peterson

Welcome to the Southern Hancock Education (SHEd) 
Foundation, one of 63 education foundations in the state. 
Our mission is to promote and support quality public 
education in Brandywine and Sugar Creek Townships. We 
are committed to enriching the educational experience of all 
students within the Community School Corporation of 
Southern Hancock County. Our work focuses on three critical 
areas along with a special community collaborative project:

1.  Teacher Mini-Grant Program

2. Professional Development Funding 

3. Advanced Placement/Dual Credit Fees

4. Distinguished Alumni Program

To learn more about SHEd, email shed@cscshc.org or visit 
the website at www.newpal.k12.in.us and click on SHEd. 
SHEd meetings are held the last Thursday of everymonth at 
6 p.m. in the after located in the Administration Building.

S H E d  F o u n d a t i o n 
P. O .  B o x  7 1 1 

N e w  P a l e s t i n e ,  I N  4 6 1 6 3 
( 3 1 7 )  8 3 2 - 0 4 2 3

SOUTHERN HANCOCK 
EDUCATION FOUNDATION

N E W  PA L E S T I N E  I N T E R M E D I AT E  S C H O O L 
5613 West 200 South

New Palestine, IN 46163 
(317) 861-3267

Principal: Vincent Meo 

OUR SCHOOLS:
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